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Ideal for beginning debaters, Basic Debate teaches the fundamentals of debate, from the skills of

analysis and research to techniques of cross-examination and logical reasoning. Students using this

program naturally develop the confidence to move with ease through many academic pursuits.

In-depth coverage of the role of ethics in research, preparation of evidence, and debate competition

promotes critical thinking, while an expanded chapter on Lincoln-Douglas debate brings historical

perspective. Prepare students to argue clearly and effectively with complete explanations of the

various types of debate propositions. Groom your students for membership in all types of

organizations with a comprehensive chapter on parliamentary procedure. Make use of helpful

appendixes on competing in and hosting a debate tournament, as well as on the judging process.
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I'm fairly impressed with this book. I haven't used it with students enough to see how well they will

take to it, but the contents are inclusive and decently laid out. It's good.

One of better overall debate books out there. Could use an update to include Public Forum Debate.



Congress chapters very good. Great bok for beginning debate clas.

I am a first-year assistant coach for Lincoln-Douglas debate and Student Congress. I found this

book excellent both as a primer as well as for the more advanced strategies of research and

rebuttals that it provides. It is a shame that there is no section for Public Forum, but this book does a

fantastic job of presenting the kind of information that ALL debaters should know.

I bought this book for teaching a Speech and Debate course for high school students. It can be a bit

complicated for them, but overall it does give the students the opportunity to learn about what goes

into learning the terms of forensics and most important of all, they learn how to conduct proper

research, which for those who are teaching, know its a skill that students lack going into college.

This is a typical textbook which made it hard for me to read. But it seems to be written clearly with a

lot of detail.
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